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MINING IN NUNAVUT 
IS ON THE MOVE WITH 
RENEWED GROWTH 
Converting rocks to riches with tiny footprint
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OTHER ADVANCING 
NUNAVUT PROJECTS
Even more career opportunities
In addition to the three operating mines, Nunavut has many well advanced projects that could become 

operating mines – bringing potential new career opportunities for northerners with skills to meet the demand. 

Construction  and operation of mines also generate enormous business benefits for local companies.

• IZOK (Zn, Cu, Pb, Ag)

• ULU (Au)

• HIGH LAKE (Zn, Cu, Pb, Ag, Au)

• HACKETT RIVER (Zn, Pb, Cu, Ag)

• SEAL (Zn)

• ROCHE BAY (Fe)

• ANGILAK (U)

• KIGGAVIK (U)

• NAUJAAT (D)

• COMMITTEE BAY (AU)
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POTENTIAL RESOURCE 
DEVELOPMENTS
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Mines committed to raise Nunavut percentage
2,921

TOTAL
EMPLOYMENT

2,418
SOUTHERN

EMPLOYMENT

504
NUNAVUT

EMPLOYMENT 
17%

BIG BENEFITS - EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 
Mining works to generate employment

Nunavut’s operating mines – Meadowbank, Hope Bay, and 

Mary River – reviving mining jobs

12,720
Person years total 

employment 
since 2009

2,870
Person years 

employment Nunavut 
since 2009

23%
Nunavut

MINES DELIVER 
BIG BENEFITS
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NUNAVUT MINE 
EMPLOYMENT 2017
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NUNAVUT MINE 2017 SPEND
For the year, 41% of spending was with a growing list 
of Nunavut companies

$1.6
BILLION

Total

$957
MILLION

$654
MILLION

Northern

In 2017, resources accounted for $391 million 
of the territory’s $2.2 billion total gross 

domestic product - one-fifth of the economy.
GDP source: Nunavut Bureau of Statistics

$3.5
Southern Spend

BILLION

$2.9
Nunavut Spend

BILLION$6.4
Spend
BILLION

BIG BUSINESS BENEFITS AS MINING 
WORKS WITH NUNAVUT COMPANIES
Billions invested in Nunavut economy since 2007 
Indigenous northern companies are big partners



EXPLORE FOR 
YOUR CAREER

Eric Tungilik, a graduate of Baffinland Iron Mine’s Work Ready 

Program, joined Baffinland in 2016 as a GeoTech.
He now plays an important mine operations role as an assistant surveyor. Eric’s goal is to eventually 

become a lead surveyor. He continues to develop his skills. At the mine site, he has completed 

emergency rescue team training and digital mapping training. His favourite parts of the job are 

learning new things every rotation, the positive atmosphere around the camp, and the two-weeks off 

he gets to spend with his family. With his love for mining, continued interest in training, and a strong 

work ethic, Eric continues to advance his career at Baffinland. The job responsibilities include surveying 

ore stockpiles, run of mine, and waste rock, and laying out blast holes.

ERIC TUNGILIK
ASSISTANT SURVEYOR

MARY RIVER IRON MINE, NUNAVUT

Interested in learning more about this mining career or the 
over 100 careers in the North’s minerals industry?

“If you are still in high school, 
the first step is to finish school. 
If you are finished school, talk 
with people and learn more 
about Baffinland. It’s a good 
place to work.”

VISIT MININGNORTHWORKS.COM
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In January 2017 he received three Mineral Exploration Agreements 

with Nunavut Tunngavik Incorporated. This included the Fat Lake 

Gold Property, Turquetil Lake Gold Property and the Heninga Lake 

Base Metal Property. His first field season in 2016 had highly positive 

results at Fat Lake where out of 46 samples the highest grab sample 

assayed at 9.6% Au content (96,524 ppm). These positive resulted 

led to an option agreement on Fat Lake Property with Agnico Eagle 

Mines Limited in June 2017 and they have recently commenced 

drilling on the property.

John also actively promoted his Turquetil Lake Gold Property which 

resulted in the signing of a Mineral Purchase Agreement with Zimtu 

Capital Corporation in November 2017.  Zimtu plan to conduct 

reconnaissance exploration efforts this year with possible plans to 

conduct advanced exploration efforts in 2019.

In 2018, John conducted prospecting and sampling efforts at the 

Heninga Lake Property and is in discussions with potential investors 

on another option agreement. He remains hopeful a deal is near as it 

will continue to advance the economies of the communities of Arviat 

and Whale Cove. 

In other work with his daughter Corrine Tugak, they are working to 

advance the Spi Lake Base Metal Project.

John is very committed to advancing the wealth of his peoples in 

the Arviat-Rankin Region. In 2018 he was awarded Prospector of the 

Year by Nunavut Mining Symposium. John sincerely believes that 

exploration and mining in Nunavut has great potential to create 

much needed jobs and business opportunities. His ongoing mission 

to create jobs for his people he has been successful in his field of 

finding old mineralized showings by reading old assessment reports 

and hand drawn maps from NUMIN website, identifying high quality 

prospects, prospecting the properties and promoting the properties 

to exploration companies for further advancement. John works 

closely with geologists, NGO’s and governments to advance his 

projects.

John William Tugak is a Prospector from Nunavut within the Kivalliq Region. In June 2013,  
he took the Prospecting Course in Arviat. Since he does a lot of hunting, he wanted to take this 
course and learn more about geology. 

Sampling frost heaves at Heninga Lake 2018

EXPLORATION CAREER:  

JOHN TUGAK 
Prospector
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In 2017, 29 per cent of Agnico Eagle’s workforce at the Meadowbank Mine, lived in Nunavut, including Welder Norman Eecherk.

Ore stockpiles at Baffinland’s Mary River Mine await ice out in June 2018. Baffinland has approvals to raise production to 
4.2 million tonnes for 2019 and now looks to subsequently increase that to six million tonnes.

The Doris gold deposit, 130 kilometres south of Cambridge Bay, is the first of three to be mined at Hope Bay and is owned and operated by 
TMAC Resources. TMAC’s Madrid and Boston projects at Hope Bay have cleared environmental assessment – a permitting milestone.

Geologists, including Roxanne Takpanie, right, near Agnico Eagle’s 
Meadowbank Amaruq deposit. Located 50 kilometres from 
Meadowbank, Amaruq will be accessed from a 64-kilometre road 
to Meadowbank. First ore is expected in second quarter 2019. 

NWT & Nunavut Chamber of Mines: 

MININGNORTHWORKS.COM

Production at the Agnico Eagle Meadowbank mine, which started in 2010, is expected to conclude in 2019. Taking over will be ore from the 
Amaruq satellite deposit due to go into production next year.

Agnico Eagle’s Amaruq property is located on Inuit-owned and 
federal crown land, approximately 50 kilometres northwest of 
the company’s Meadowbank mine site, almost adjacent to the 
Meadowbank property. First discovered in 2013, Amaruq hosts the 
Whale Tail gold deposit as well as the I, R, V, and Mammoth zones, 
and several other targets.
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Mining North Works, a public awareness program managed by the
NWT & Nunavut Chamber of Mines, is a partnership of governments, industry and organizations.

Visit our new website to learn more about all things mining!

THANKS TO ALL OUR MINING 
NORTH WORKS PROGRAM SPONSORS!

MININGNORTHWORKS.COM


