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Sheepa is 9 years old and lives in Nunavut. Her father, Jobie, works at a mine 
and was recently promoted to a new job.  
 
“I’m so glad you took us camping, Ataata,” said Sheepa as she cut up small 
pieces of muktuk during the family dinner. “I’ve never seen so many narwhal!”  
 
Summer is coming to an end. In a few days Sheepa will return to school and 
Jobie will fly to the mine for his first shift as an environmental supervisor.
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“When Ataata starts his new job, I want him to feel like we’re there celebrating 
with him,” said Sheepa.  
 
Sheepa wrote a letter congratulating her father on his promotion. She also 
wrote letters for her little sister and brother who told their father how proud 
they were of him. 
 
They made a surprise pop-up box for their father, using glitter, confetti and  
pompoms. When Jobie opens up the box, everything will pop out like fireworks.  
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Sheepa knows her father is nervous because he’ll have more duties at work.  
 
Family is very important to Jobie. Sheepa knows that having reminders of his 
family will help her father do well as a new supervisor. 
 
“I’m going to make Ataata a care package to take to the mine,” said Sheepa.  
“I’ll collect special things from our family to give to him!”  
 
Sheepa talked with her mother Jane, and they came up with a plan to visit 
family members in the village to collect special gifts for Jobie. 



After studying environmental technology at Arctic College, Jobie started work  
at the mine.  
 
For the past four years, he has sampled the water and the ground, tested the air, 
and studied wildlife living near the mine. 
 
In his new role as a supervisor, Jobie will be asked to speak at community  
meetings. He’ll talk about the work his team does at the mine to keep the  
environment safe and protect the animals Inuit rely on for food. 
 

Jobie’s promotion means he’ll have more responsibility at the mine.  
 
He will still get to work outside a bit. But Jobie knows that he can make a 
bigger difference with his new job in the office. 
 
Jobie wants to show his family and community that Inuit can lead the way for 
companies to respect Inuit land, traditional knowledge and culture. He is one  
of many talented Inuit taking a leading role in the territory’s future. 
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Jobie will represent the mine during public meetings at the Inuit community 
nearby. He’s not used to public speaking, so Jane ordered a new tablet for him.   
 
“Ataata can use video to talk to us and he can practice public speaking in front 
of friendly faces,” said Sheepa. 
 
Sheepa wished for a new tablet too, but she knew her father needed one more. 

Jane has signed Jobie up for online courses to help him with public speaking.  
 
At night, he will be able to complete the courses using his new tablet and the 
fast internet connection at the mine. 
 
Jobie is excited to practice public speaking with his kids. Luckily, his quarters  
are  private, and he can practice speaking out loud without distracting his  
co-workers. 
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Sheepa visited her uncle in the village to get some sundried Arctic char for her 
father. Jane’s brother made a special trip to the campsite where she was born to 
catch the best fish for Jobie’s work celebration. 
 
“Uncle, I want to pick the biggest and brightest red fish,” said Sheepa. “Pitsi is 
Ataata’s favourite food in the whole world!” 
 
She knew that her father would be popular with his co-workers when he shared 
her uncle’s delicious fish. 

The mining company prepared a big lunch for Jobie to celebrate his new job.   
 
All of his co-workers were there to congratulate him on his promotion. 
 
The mine’s kitchen makes great food. But Jobie’s manager asked the cooks to 
prepare his favourite meal – roast beef with potatoes and broccoli soup. 
 
Even though the roast beef was good, everyone at the table reached for a piece  
of the bright red pitsi! 
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Tuni is one of Jobie’s closest friends. He is head chef in the mine’s kitchen and 
will be Jobie’s best man at the wedding ceremony.  
 
Tuni is also a master carver. He spends his free time at the mine making art.  
 
Tuni is excited to use the walrus tusk to carve beautiful matching rings for the 
wedding ceremony.  
 
Jobie will surprise Jane with matching ivory rings that have a swimming  
beluga design. 

When Jobie returns home from the mine, he and Jane will renew their marriage 
vows. His family is planning a feast, music, dancing and Inuit games to celebrate 
the event. 
 
Sheepa’s grandmother saved a walrus tusk from Jobie’s first hunt. The walrus 
ivory will be used to make beautiful wedding rings for Jobie and Jane. 
 
“You saved that tusk ever since Ataata was a teenager?” asked Sheepa. 

 
“I couldn’t think of a better time to use it,” replied grandma. 
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Sheepa asked her grandmother to make Jobie a sealskin tie to wear when he  
attends community meetings. 
 
And she asked her grandfather to donate his old leather briefcase from when he 
was part of the Hamlet council. 
 
“Wow, grandpa, this looks almost new! Ataata will look confident carrying this 
briefcase to his meetings,” said Sheepa. 
 
Before leaving her grandparent’s house, Sheepa sneaked a framed picture of 
them on the coffee table and slipped it into the briefcase.

Jobie knows his new role at the mine is important not just to his family, but also 
to his community. He is proud to be a leader. 
 
In his new job, he will speak with Inuit hunting on the land. And he’ll visit the 
Inuit community to make sure that the mine understands their concerns. 
 
Jobie will continue to protect the environment around the mine. 
 
He wants future generations of Inuit to enjoy the environment and all that  
it provides. 



Sheepa, her brother and sister carefully placed all of the special items that she 
collected into a large cardboard box. 
 
They packed the celebration box last. When Jobie opens it all the glitter, confetti 
and pompoms will come flying out. 
 
She wrapped a piece of rope around the care package, tying a bow on top of it.  
 
“Everything is packed, except the fish of course! That goes in Ataata’s suitcase,” 
said Sheepa.

The whole family went to the airport to see Jobie off on this flight to the mine. 
 
Everyone was excited to see Jobie depart for his new job.  
 
Even so, they will be happy to see him when he returns home in two weeks’ time. 
 
Sheepa grabbed her mother’s phone and took a picture of Jobie, smiling and 
holding the care package as he entered the airport. 
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Jobie was surprised and excited to open his care package.  
 
His children’s glitter and confetti fireworks were a lot of fun!  
 
When Jobie read his children’s thoughtful letters, he smiled from ear to ear. 
 
Jobie knows his family supports him. He’s still nervous about speaking in front 
of a crowd but practicing in front of his children will increase his confidence. 
 

The whole family gathered at the grandparents’ house to have a video chat  
after Jobie’s first day as supervisor. 
 
“We’re so proud of you, Ataata! I can’t wait to help you with your public  
speaking,” said Sheepa excitedly. 
 
Sheepa printed the picture she took of her father at the airport and proudly 
placed it in the frame on her grandmother’s coffee table. Now her grandmother 
can see Jobie’s smiling face all day long! 
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Jobie’s family has been an important part of his success. They are proud of Jobie 
and everything he has accomplished. 
 
Sheepa’s care package reminded Jobie that his family and whole community 
were supporting him. 
 
They know Jobie will protect their land and sea, and the animals that will  
sustain them for generations to come. 



The NWT & Nunavut Chamber of Mines greatly appreciates the 
financial support of the Government of Nunavut Department of 
Economic Development and Transportation and the Government 
of Nunavut Department of Family Services for the publishing of 
this book, produced through the Chamber of Mines’ Mining 
North Works! communications initiative.  
 
For more on the North’s mineral resources industry, visit 
www.miningnorthworks.com.


