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As part of our social studies practicum, my Grade 12 class was invited to  
participate in a cool field trip to a mine in the Kitikmeot Region of Nunavut.  
My teacher, guidance counsellor and 9 classmates and I spent two days and two 
nights learning about the geology of Nunavut and the varied careers that the 
mining industry provides for Nunavummiut.   
 
The practicum provided me with ideas about future careers that would enable me 
to live and work in Nunavut. I gained hands-on experience  – touring the mine site 
and living in a remote mining camp  – that will help me determine what careers 
are available when I graduate from high school. Right now, I’m leaning towards 
becoming an archaeologist whose job is to document, protect and conserve the 
cultural sites of our ancestors. 
 
Our field trip started with a flight to the mine site. We joined a flight of men and 
women miners who commute from our community to the mine, including one  
of my cousins and one of my aunts. I snapped the image, above, as the aircraft 
circled the mine site before landing on the private runway. 
 
During the 90-minute flight, each student was seated with a mine employee  
or mentor who explained what their job functions were and the level of  
post-secondary education required for each of their positions.  
 
My mentor was Kerri, an Inuk woman with bright pink nails. Kerri spent two years 
training to become a heavy equipment operator. She told me that her training 
program was paid for through a program sponsored by the Government of  
Nunavut. Kerri got excited talking about her career and said that she loved  
working with heavy equipment. 
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After a great lunch – we had a choice of three meals and you could go back for 
seconds – in the camp dining hall, Kerri took me on a personal tour of the mine 
site. I soon discovered that Kerri was the only employee at the mine site who 
wears a pink hard hat! 
 
Kerri explained the many types of jobs available to men and women. 
 
Kerri showed me her huge haul truck. I got to climb the stairs to the truck’s cab, 
experiencing the view Kerri has when she’s hauling ore from the blast site to  
the mill. 

The next day, our group went out on the land to job shadow a crew of  
archaeologists surveying an ancient Thule site.  
 

THERE ARE LOTS OF CAREERS HERE AT THE  
MINE SITE – OFFICE WORKERS, GEOLOGISTS,  

MINERS AND COOKS.

BUT I LOVE HEAVY 
EQUIPMENT!

WHOA!

COOL, HUH?

I LEARNED HOW TO DRIVE 
ALL OF THESE HEAVY  

VEHICLES.
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Shauna, the lead archaeologist, is an Inuk with a bachelor’s in geography and a 
master’s in archaeology. We watched Shauna and her crew, Jonah and Paul, survey 
the location of the Thule site. The mine was planning a new haul road and needed 
to ensure that it was built far from this 
archaeological site of our ancestors. 
 
The archaeologists taught us about  
a remote surveying technology  
called ‘LIDAR’, which stands for Light  
Detection and Ranging. This cool  
technology involves establishing a  
base station on the ground and flying  
a drone overhead to create a digital  
terrain model of the ground’s surface 
that’s accurate to a few centimetres. 

COOL! WOW!

JONAH, LET’S GET A COORDINATE  
ON THOSE FEATURES AT THE TOP. 

WATCH YOUR STEP, THOSE ARE  
900-YEAR-OLD THULE HOUSES!

THAT’S A WRAP!  
LET’S GET SOME AERIAL 

DATA NOW.

PAUL, REMEMBER TO  
PLANT THOSE SURVEY 

FLAGS ONE METRE APART!
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During our last afternoon, we witnessed a medevac operation unfold at the  
mine site. 
 
Two Inuit from a nearby community had been hunting geese near the mine site. 
They were injured when their all-terrain vehicle (ATV) flipped unexpectedly.  
 
Shauna’s archaeology crew were the emergency first responders. They reached 
the injured hunter on their ATVs and stabilized his broken leg. 
 
Employees working at the mine site, including archaeologists, are trained in  
first aid. 
 
Kerri also participated in this rescue on the tundra. In fact, her uncle was the  
injured hunter. 
 
Shauna and her crew transported the injured hunter to the mine’s medics who 
prepared him for air evacuation (by helicopter) to the closest hospital. 
 
All in all, just another day at the mine! 
 

WE NEED TO GET YOU 
ONTO THE GURNEY. MA’AM, WE REALLY NEED  

TO GET YOUR UNCLE TO 
THE MINE SITE.

UNCLE, I’M SO GLAD THAT 
YOU’RE OK! LET ME GET YOU 

A DRINK.
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The NWT & Nunavut Chamber of Mines greatly appreciates the Kitikmeot Inuit  
Association’s financial support for the publishing of this article, produced through the 
Chamber of Mines’ Mining North Works! Reading Program for Nunavut’s children and 
youth. This initiative was made possible through funding from major partners, including 
the Government of Nunavut Economic Development and Transportation and Family  
Services departments, and the Kitikmeot Inuit Association.  

This article is a compendium of A Day at the Mine: Rescue on the Tundra, an illustrated 
fiction book for Grade 6 students: 
https://miningnorthworks.com/reading‐resources/ 
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