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Sheepa is 9 years old and lives in Nunavut. Her father, Jobie, works at a  
mine and was recently promoted to a new job.  

In a few days Jobie will fly home after working his first shift as an  
environmental supervisor at the mine. 

Sheepa wants to do something special for her Ataata to celebrate his new 
role at the mine. She talked with her mother Jane, and they came up with  
a plan to host a celebration dinner for Jobie when he returned home.   

Sheepa set off to visit family members in the village to collect country food 
for the celebration dinner. 
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She visited her uncle to get some sundried Arctic char for her father’s big 
feast. Jane’s brother caught the fish last week, at the family campsite where 
she was born. Sheepa’s uncle was hanging the fish to dry when she arrived. 

“Uncle, I want to pick the biggest and brightest red fish,” said Sheepa.  
“Pitsi is Ataata’s favourite food in the whole world!”  

Sheepa left her uncle’s house with the biggest ever piece of bright red pitsi. 
She knew that her father would love her uncle’s delicious fish! 

Next, she visited her cousin’s house to pick up some frozen caribou that her 
mom would turn into a tasty stew with carrots, onions and potatoes. 



3

During her summer vacation Sheepa’s family went on a boat trip with her 
cousin’s family. They camped on a beach near a place where there was  
plenty of narwhal to hunt. 

Sheepa plans to cut up small pieces of muktuk to serve to her family 
members at her dad’s big feast. 

A week before school started Sheepa’s grandmother took her on the land to 
pick cloudberries. But no matter how quickly Sheepa picked the little berries, 
she couldn’t keep up with her grandmother, who filled four white plastic 
pails in under two hours! 

When Sheepa arrived at her grandmother’s house, she found her making 
cloudberry jam. A dozen jam bottles were lined up on the kitchen counter 
waiting to be filled. 

“Cloudberries are so yummy,” exclaimed Sheepa, as she sampled the warm 
jam. “Grandma, let’s have cloudberry jam on vanilla ice cream for dessert 
after the big feast!” 
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In his new job, Jobie will speak with Inuit hunting on the land.  

And he’ll visit the Inuit community nearby to make sure that the mine  
understands their concerns.  

Jobie wants future generations of Inuit to enjoy the environment and all  
that it provides. 

Sheepa’s family gathered at the grandparents’ house to have a video chat 
after Jobie’s first public presentation to Inuit men, women and elders in  
the community. 

“We’re so proud of you, Ataata,” said Sheepa excitedly.  

Sheepa was so excited, in fact, that she gave away her surprise! 

“I’ve planned a celebration dinner for you when you come home,” said 
Sheepa. “We’ll have country food and cloudberry jam.” 
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Jobie thanked Sheepa for the lovely surprise. He would be home soon and 
couldn’t wait to eat the country food with family and friends. 

Jobie’s family has been an important part of his success.  

Sheepa’s plans for the celebration dinner reminded Jobie that his family and 
whole community were supporting him.  
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